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University of Colorado School of Medicine 

Drug Screening Policy 
 

Policy Statement 

The University of Colorado School of Medicine requires that all students submit to a drug screen prior to starting 

designated key clinical experiences of their program.  A negative drug screen is required for participation in any 

clinical experience.  This policy applies to all enrolled students in the MD, PT, and PA degree programs.   

Rationale 

All health care providers are entrusted with the health, safety and welfare of patients, have access to controlled 

substances and confidential information and operate in settings that require the exercise of good judgment and 

ethical behavior.  Thus, an assessment of a student’s possible impairment that could diminish the student’s capacity 

to function in such a setting is imperative to promote the highest level of integrity in patient care.  

Clinical facilities that serve as educational and training sites for students increasingly require drug screening for 

individuals who provide services within the facility and particularly for those individuals who provide patient care.  

Clinical rotations are an essential element of all curricula and are required of School of Medicine Students in the 

MD, PT and PA degree programs.  In addition, many licensing agencies require that individuals pass a drug screen 

as a condition of licensure and/or employment.  It is thus in the interests of both students and the School of Medicine 

to identify and resolve potential issues where a student may not be allowed to participate in a clinical rotation due to 

use of controlled or illegal substances.   

The University of Colorado School of Medicine has the responsibility to attend to factors that may adversely affect 

the security of the clinical environment and thus increase liability exposure.  As a result, the school seeks to enhance 

its scrutiny of students involved in patient care activities and who are in clinical settings.   

Drug Screening Process 

 Students enrolled in the MD, PT, and PA programs will receive information about the requirement for drug 

screening, deadlines for compliance, results reporting and associated fees from their respective educational 

program representatives. The frequency and timing of drug screening may vary by educational program. 

Students will be responsible for the cost of the required drug screening, either individually or through a 

student fee as determined by each program.   

 Students will receive specific instructions from their program representatives regarding the location of the 

designated vendor drug screen sites and a Drug Screen Authorization document to submit to the vendor 

including authorization for results to be released to the designated individual in their educational program.   

 Results of the student drug screen will be reported electronically to the designated individual in the 

appropriate educational program, typically within 2 business days.  Review of drug screen results will be 

conducted by the Medical Director of the designated vendor to determine a passing or failing level. The 

information will be conveyed to the designated individual within the education program.  Students who 

receive a positive screen will be reviewed by the individual program either by a designated individual or a 

committee and any consequences will be communicated to the student in writing.   

 Drug screens that are reported as indeterminate or dilute must be repeated. Students will be responsible for 

all costs of the required repeat drug screening. 

 The student has the right to review the information reported by the designated vendor for accuracy and 

completeness and to request that the designated vendor verify that the drug screen results are correct.  Prior 

to making a final determination that may adversely affect the student, the program will inform the student 



Last Revised: 9/17/2012 

Approved by Clinical Requirements Committee: 9/17/2012 

of his/her rights, how to contact the designated vendor to challenge the accuracy of the report, and the role 

of the designated vendor in any decisions made by the program.  

 Drug screening results will be recorded in an internal database within each educational program and 

maintained only for the duration of study for each student.  

 Drug screen results may be reported to clinical rotation sites for clinical placements in compliance with 

contractual agreements. 

 If required by a specific clinical site, a student may be required to submit to additional drug screening based 

on the contractual agreements with those clinical sites. 

 Any individual student may be required at any time to submit to immediate drug screening for cause.  This 

may occur through the designated vendor or it is possible that a contract with a specific clinical training site 

may have specific requirements dictating the process, handling, and reporting of “for cause” drug screening 

of an individual student while the student is participating in a clinical rotation there. 

 Students who refuse to submit to any required drug screen may be dismissed from their education program. 

 

Positive Drug Screening Results 

Students who do not pass a required drug screen may face disciplinary action, including administrative withdrawal 

from courses, placement on a leave of absence, or dismissal from the program. Students may be referred for 

evaluation and treatment through the Colorado Physicians Health Program (CPHP) or another designated program 

as a condition for remaining in the program. Any treatment recommended or required to remain in the program will 

be at the expense of the student. 

Additional Policy/Procedure Information 

The School of Medicine takes patient safety very seriously. The Technical Standards for students require that all 

students be able to meet the physical and cognitive demands of the clinical setting as well as exhibit sound judgment 

at all times. Students who are seriously ill, injured or taking medication that impairs judgment (including, but not 

limited to, lawfully prescribed medications and Medical Marijuana) may not be able to meet the Technical 

Standards, and therefore may not be suitable for the clinical environment where patient safety is the topmost 

concern. A determination of any conditions on a student’s ability to participate in clinical experiences or to 

otherwise proceed in the program will be handled through a committee as determined by each program (MD, PT and 

PA). 

Additionally, the School of Medicine is very concerned about alcohol and drug abuse.  A student may be required to 

undergo evaluation and treatment through the Colorado Physicians Health Program (CPHP) or by another 

designated evaluation source in order to remain in the program. Any evaluation or treatment required as a condition 

for remaining in an educational program is to occur at the student’s expense. 


